MacCARTHY

Scottish poet, born at Edinburgh, and edu-
cated at the University there. His poems are
issued under the titles: Far Cry (1943); The
Inward Eye (1946); Riding Lights (1955);
The Sinai Sort (1957). Though he writes in
English, his topics and temperament are
unmistakably Scots. A metaphysical ap-
proach to ideas, with the speculation subtly
expressed, is the hall-mark of his work, which
is deliberately quiet in tone. He edited
Honoured Shade (1959), an anthology of the
most modern and significant in Scottish
poetry commemorating the bicentenary of
Burns.

MacCARTHY, (1) Denis Florence (1817-82),
Irish author, born in Dublin, was bred for the
priesthood, but wrote poetry, translated
Calderon, and published Shelley's Early Life
(1872).

(2) Sir Desmond (1878-1952), writer and
critic, born at Plymouth. Educated at Eton
and Trinity College, Cambridge, he entered
journalism and was successively editor of New
Quarterly and Eye Witness (later New Wit-
ness}. By 1913 he was writing for The New
Statesman, of which he became literary editor
in 1920, and later dramatic critic. He became
editor of Life and Letters, book-reviewer for
The Sundav Times, and a broadcaster of
repute. He was knighted in 1951. His criti-
cism, collected in book form, is represented
by Portraits (1931), Experience (1935), Drama
(1940), Humanities (1954) and Theatre (1955).
See A Number of People by Sir E. Marsh
(1939), the preface to Humanities by Mac-
Carthy's son-in-law. Lord David Cecil, and
his autobiographical Memories (1953).

MCCARTHY, (1) Joseph Raymond (1909-57),
American politician and inquisitor, born at
Grand Chute, Wisconsin, studied at Mar-
quetto University, Milwaukee, and in 1939
was a state circuit judge. After war services
in the Marines and as an air-gunner, he was
elected senator in 1945,' although as a
serving judge his election was contrary to the
Constitution. Defying a Supreme Court
ruling, he took his seat in the senate and in
1950 was re-elected by a huge majority, having
exploited the general uneasiness felt after the
treason trials of Nunn May, Fuchs and Alger
Hiss, by accusing the State Department of
harbouring 205 prominent Communists, a
charge that he was later incapable of sub-
stantiating, before a special sub-committee on
foreign relations. Undaunted, he accused
the Truman administration of being * soft on
Communism ' and the Democratic party of
a record of * twenty years of treason '. After
the Eisenhower victory, McCarthy, in
January 1953, became chairman of the
powerful Permanent Sub-Committee on
Investigations and by hectoring cross-
examination, damaging innuendo, and ' guilt
by association ' arraigned a great number of
mostly innocent citizens and officials, often
with full television publicity, overreaching
himself when he came into direct conflict with
the army, which he accused of * coddling
Communists *. Formally condemned by the
Senate, again controlled by the Democrats in
1954, for financial irregularities, he was stung
into attacking President Eisenhower and so
lost most of his remaining Republican
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support. Truman rightly described him as a
' pathological character assassin '. See Lift
by I Anderson and R. W. May (1953) and
critical study by R. H. Rovere (I960)
(2) Justin (1830-1912), Irish politician
novelist and historian, born in Cork, joined
the staff of the Northern Times, Liverpool in
1853, and in 1860 entered the reporters'
gallery for the Morning Star, becoming its
chief editor in 1864. Heresignedin 1868 and
devoted the next three years to a tour of the
United States. Soon after his return he
became connected with the Daily News and
he contributed to the London, Westminster
and Fortnightly Reviews, He entered par-
liament in 1879 for Longford. He is better
known, however, as a novelist than as a
politician. His novels include Dear Lady
Disdain (1875) and Miss Misanthrope (1877)
Other works are A History of our Own Times
(7 vols. 1879-1905), The Four Georges and
William W (4 vols. 1889-1901), Queen Anne
(1902), &c. See his Reminiscences (1899-
(3)"Justin Hunily (1860-1936), son of (2)
was a Nationalist M.P. 1884-92; in 1894 he
married that clever impersonator and actress
Cissie Loftus (1876-1943; born in Glasgow)
who divorced him in 1899. He wrote stories'
plays, verse, England under Gladstone (1884)'
Ireland since the Union (1887), The French
Revolution (4 vols. 1890-97), &c.
(4) Mary (1912- ), American novelist,
born at Seattle. Orphaned in 1918, she was
brought up a Roman Catholic in Min-
neapolis. She worked as publisher's editor,
theatre-critic and teacher before her short
novel The Oasis was published in 1949. She
wrote Groves of Academe (1952), a book of
short stories, Cast a Cold Eye (1950) and the
autobiographical Memories of a Catholic
Girlhood (1957).
MACCHABEUS.   See MACHABEUS.
MACCHUEVLLI.   See MACHIAVELLI.
McCLELLAN, George Brinton (1826-85),
American general, was born at Philadelphia.
At the civil war in 1861, as major-general in
the U.S. army, he drove the enemy out of
West Virginia, and was called to Washington
to reorganize the Army of the Potomac. In
November he was made commander-in-chief,
but held the honour only five months. His
Virginian campaign ended disastrously. He
advanced near to Richmond, but was com-
pelled to retreat, fighting the ' seven days'
battles' (June 25 to July 1, 1862). After the
disastrous second battle of Bull Run (August
29-30), followed by a Confederate invasion
of Maryland, he reorganized the army at
Washington, marched north, met Lee at
Antietam, and compelled him to recross the
Potomac. He followed the Confederates into
Virginia, but too slow and cautious, he was
superseded by Burnside. In 1864 he opposed
Lincoln for the presidency, in 1877 was
elected governor of New Jersey, and died
October 29, 1885. See McClelland Own
Story (1886), and vindication by J. H. Camp-
bell (1917).
M'CLINTOCK, Admiral Sir Francis Leopold
(1819-1907), British polar explorer, born at
Dundalk, entered the navy in 1831, and was
knighted in 1860 for discovering the fate of